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Village Day 2019
On Saturday 15th June, a great day
was had by all at the Little Chalfont
Village day. The event was busy
throughout the afternoon, despite
the weather trying in vain to dampen
the spirits, once or twice!

Volume 1, Issue 19
Thank you to Ali Young for helping
out with the fun run warm-up, at
very short notice.
This year we had more than 30 stall
holders selling: health products,
jewellery, plants, books, toys, family
photography sessions, wood
products and many more, as well as
many charity stalls raising awareness.

The day kicked off with a bang in
Westwood Park with the fun run
enjoyed by young and old in lovely
sunny weather. Runners completed
1,3 or 5 laps and all participants got a
medal when crossing the finish line.

and soft drinks
stalls were all
very popular.
There were some
wonderful
displays by Adam
Beattie and his
Taekwondo
students as well
as the Blossoms
Ballet Pupils taught by Miss Emily
and music by the DCHS Jazz
Ensemble.

Visitors had a choice of hot home
cooked Indian food and vegetarian
wraps as well as hotdogs and burgers
cooked on an open flame charcoal
BBQ by our loyal village butcher Tom The dog show was the village day
Robertson and his team. Although it favourite with six new categories this
wasn’t very hot, the Pimm’s, beer
year.
continued overleaf……...

SAVE LITTLE CHALFONT
THE FINAL LOCAL PLAN CONSULTATION IS OPEN UNTIL MIDNIGHT
ON 19 JULY AND WE CALL ON THE COMMUNITY TO RESPOND.
Please see page 2 for brief details and, in particular, the leaflet that has been delivered to you at the
same time as this newsletter.
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Competition Winners
Left:
BD Suttie
Opticians—
Elton John
Scarecrow

The Jolly Jazzer’s entertained villagers
all afternoon on the GE Car Park and
we had special appearances from the
coal powered steam roller and the
traction engine, Black Jack, that has
been working in Little Chalfont since
early 1900.
This steam
traction
engine was
used to pull
wagons
filled with
cart horse
manure
brought
from London
stables on
the newly
opened Metropolitan Line for use as
fertiliser on nearby farms.
Younger children had fun on the
merry go round, eating candy floss
and
feeding
the
animals
from
Mares
Farm .

Right:
Chenies and
Chalfont
Brownies—
Father’s Day
scarecrow

Left:
decorated
sponge
Bake-off
winner Amelie
Upton
We saw some super entries for the
scarecrow and bake-off competitions
organised by the WI. Congratulations
again to all the winners listed in the
box above right. Many thanks to
everyone that entered. Huge thanks
also to Hywel Thomas and Duncan
Wilson for organising the fun run.

Scarecrow Competition:
over 15: BD Suttie Opticians
15 & under: Chenies and Chalfont
Brownies
Bake-off
Class 1: six cupcakes, under 10
Layla Myers
Class 2: decorated sponge, under 15
Amelie Upton
Class 3:tray bake Fiona Ward
Class 4: any sponge cake
Christine Crease
Class 5: 6 biscuits or cookies
Gill Batsman
Dog show
Fabulous Fellow: Whisky
Loveliest Lady: Hattie
Most Awesome Eyes: Dex
Golden Oldie: Finn
Best 6 legs: Pip the dog and Dean
Dog Judge Would Most Like to Take
Home: Olive
Finally, tremendous thanks again to all
the local businesses and all the many
volunteers that
made the day
possible and we
hope to see you
again next year!
Not forgetting a
big thank you to
Mari, our organiser!
Mari for
organising such a great event.

SAVE LITTLE CHALFONT

We urge everyone in the community to send in
comments and trust that the leaflet will make the whole
Over 260 residents attended the series of public meetings, process easy for you.
held in the village hall towards the end of June, and learnt
On the Save Little Chalfont website
about the issues that make the inclusion of the Green Belt
(savelittlechalfont.org.uk) you will be able to view the
site unsound, and why it should be excluded from Chiltern
presentation slides that were used at the public meetings
& South Bucks District Council’s Draft Local Plan.
and, in addition:
Additionally, those who attended were advised of the

A downloadable copy of the leaflet
importance of responding to the current (and final)
(from the key documents page) if needed, and
consultation and given guidance how to approach and

A copy of the response that is to be sent jointly by
make comments.
the Community Association and Parish Council. It
may still be in draft form, but no material changes
The leaflet that accompanies this newsletter summarises
are now anticipated.
the main issues and expands on the detail of how to

respond.

Thank you in advance for your support.
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Community Association News
Encouraging visitors to
Little Chalfont
The Little Chalfont Revitalisation Group
(part of the Community Association),
together with the Parish Council, is
currently working with other
Revitalisation Groups in the district, to
develop a strategy to encourage visitors
to the Chilterns.
The Groups have reached the stage of
developing three or four projects and
one of these involves Little Chalfont.
Whilst it will link to a walk of the River
Chess, it is also to be designed to draw
visitors to the village to take advantage
of what we have to offer (e.g. the
Nature Park, surrounding walks and
‘watering holes’).
Our next step is to form a working group
from the community to progress the
project, and if interested in this exciting
initiative, please email
chairman@littlechalfont.org.uk.

The Little Chalfont Community
Information Directory
Please can you help us keep this useful
resource up to date.
The Community Information Directory
is designed to help people find local
businesses and services.
It is published on the Little Chalfont
Village website:
http://www.littlechalfont.org.uk/
and then in the Quick Links Box.
Please don’t try to access it through a
Google search as this takes you to a
very old version.
It can be updated on a monthly basis, if
you send in your amendments to the
email address on the first page.

Have you just move into
Little Chalfont?
This directory will tell you most of what
is available and where to find it. Do
please make full use of it.

Good Neighbours
Little Chalfont Community Association is proud to promote its concept of
Good Neighbours.
The aim of Good Neighbours is to create an environment where residents
work together to create a friendly, safe and caring village where people look
out for each other and aim to build a better quality of life.
We believe this can be achieved by working alongside the existing
Neighbourhood Watch (NHW) network. As the network grows, these lines
of communication can assist residents with a whole host of issues such as
internet safety, internet scams, personal safety, doorstep scams and
combatting loneliness, to name but a few.
It doesn’t matter what age you are or what your status in life, we all need a
good neighbour from time to time and to know that there are people who
can help.
However, like all good initiatives its success will depend on the support it
receives. So, does your street have NHW? If not, will you become a NHW
member and a good neighbour champion?
You can make a difference!

With your help our Little Chalfont Good Neighbour initiative can make all the
difference! We look forward to hearing from you.
If you are interested, please contact the Association for more details at
goodneighbours@littlechalfont.org.uk
Progress reports will be posted on our website:
http://www.littlechalfont.org.uk/goodneighbours.html

Could you help our community become even stronger?
Maybe you will be retiring soon and are looking for something to do that
will help the community; or maybe you have a few hours a month available
to offer your experience and skills. Our current volunteer opportunities
include the need for a Secretary, someone with experience in PR and
Communication and someone willing to run our website and social media.
If interested in any of these roles or have other skills to offer, please contact
us by email on secretary@littlechalfont.or.uk or telephone 01494 762260.

Little Chalfont Charitable Trust—New trustees sought
The Little Chalfont Charitable Trust was formed to take on projects that will
benefit our community. The Nature Park was its first major project but the
trustees are beginning to look ahead to other initiatives and are keen to
welcome new trustees who value the community and would like to help to
deliver improvements.
The refreshed Community Improvement Plan (see page 4) could be the
source of new projects, but there will undoubtedly be other ideas over
time that the Charitable Trust could take forward.
The trustee role is not demanding on time and if you have work experience
that you could contribute and would like to learn more, please contact the
Secretary, John Small: Tel: 01494 762000. Email: small.j@btopenworld.com
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Community Improvement Plan
The Community’s own Action Plan has been refreshed and the Community Association is pleased to
formally publish its refreshed and re-styled Plan.
Background
The original Action Plan was created in March 2009,
Below is a picture of one of the sections of the plan that
following an extensive consultation with the community. It covers environmental issues.
served us well for 8 years, but was in need of being
refreshed. In 2017, further consultations were held and
the ‘new‘ plan was created last year, drawn from the
aspirations of the community, alongside projects carried
forward from the original plan.
This was achieved with the help and dedication of Sian
Lloyd, Rose Crabb and John Aberson to whom we say a
huge ‘thank you’.

Why do we need such a Plan?
In addition to the obvious involvement of the community
in making its wishes known to both the Community
Association and Parish Council, it is crucial for sourcing
project funding from different organisations, including
local authorities, other statutory bodies and charitable
trusts. Without this plan, we may not even be allowed to
apply for funding.

How will the plan be taken forward?

There is to be regular liaison with the Parish Council
regarding which organisation will pick up a project, often
What has been happening since the consultation?
decided by which is best placed to source the funding. The
There have been a few projects being undertaken that are
plan is not for the short term and it is envisaged that it will
‘plan-led’. The community centre proposals have been onbe progressed over at least the next 5 years or so. It is also
going for many years and two other projects requiring a
hoped that many of the projects will have direct
high level of funding have made a lot of progress; these
involvement by the community itself.
are the underpass lighting between Beel Close and
Marygold Walk, which the Parish Council hopes to deliver Will there be progress reports?
before the end of the year (c£20,000) and the Community
Yes – and in future newsletters, there will be a dedicated
Association is reaching the final stages of the Christmas
section that covers the plan and current projects. The
lights project, involving new lights and the upgrading of
website will also be updated with progress reports.
the infrastructure (c£16,000).
If you would like to help to deliver the plan or particular
Where can I find the Plan?
projects, please send an email to
chairman@littlechalfont.org.uk.
A copy of the plan is now available from our website
www.littlechalfont.org.uk.

The Metropolitan (formerly Sugar Loaf Inn)
Opening soon

The refurbishment will provide us
with a bar on the ground floor offering
a varied food menu. There will also be
a covered seating area outside the
front of the pub, a small function
room in the basement, a coffee house
extension at the front to the righthand side and plentiful parking at the
rear, approached from the front left
hand side.

You will not have failed to notice that
the conversion of our village pub is
well under way. The poor weather in
June has affected the work schedule
but if there are no further unforeseen
delays, we can look forward to the
opening of the pub before the end of
August.
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News from our Parish Council
Chenies Parade parking

prevent traffic holdups forming
behind stationary cars waiting to turn
right into Chenies Parade. We will
keep you advised on progress.

Parking continues to be a problem in
Chenies Parade, especially at
weekends. Cars waiting to turn right
Hedging and vegetation
into the parade often hold up the
traffic, as can be seen from our photo,
With all the recent rain, the grass on
causing delays and frustration for
verges continues to grow rapidly. As
many.
well as keeping these trimmed, the
parish council is working on cutting
back overgrown vegetation on public
footpaths in the village.

Following a question posed to GE
Healthcare by the parish council at its
annual meeting in 2018, GEHC very
generously agreed to let local
residents use its front car park during
the daytime on Saturdays and
Sundays, free of charge for two hours.
Although many people are now using
this valuable facility, there still seems
to be a considerable lack of awareness
of this extra resource.

Surveys of the hedges in residential
areas will start shortly. If you are
aware of any areas that are
particularly overgrown, please notify
the parish office at
clerk@littlechalfont-pc.gov.uk or
01494 766655.

Westwood Park temporary
loos

and the planning inspector regarding
the application will be completed by
29 July 2019, after which the planning
inspector will arrange a site visit.
We do not, at present, have a date by
which a final decision will be made,
but we will, of course, keep residents
informed.

HELP!
There are several projects in the
village that rely on volunteers, for
which we are extremely grateful. But
we always need more!
We are currently looking for
volunteers to help improve the
Westwood Park flowerbeds in the
playground. They really need a bit of
TLC, so if you would like to help,
please get in touch.

We are also in the process of
developing a Little Chalfont
emergency plan. We need volunteers
With the school summer holiday
to act as contacts that can provide key
rapidly approaching, we are pleased
information should an incident occur
to say that the temporary toilets,
that severely affects Little Chalfont.
which were located adjacent to the
playground during the Easter holidays, We are also need volunteers for a 4x4
If you are visiting the village centre at will be returning from July until early vehicle group, which could help to
weekends, please do use the GE front September.
assist vulnerable people in the event
car park when you can. In this way we
of long-term snowfall for example.
Village
hall
update
can avoid traffic hold ups and provide
We are also looking for volunteers to
you with a stress free shopping
Our appeal against the refused
help with the Speedwatch scheme.
experience!
planning application to replace our
You may have seen groups on the side
The parish council is also considering village hall has been lodged with the
of the road with speed devices to help
having a ‘keep clear’ sign painted on
planning inspectorate and we now
monitor the speeding problem in the
the west-east side of Chalfont Station have a timetable for how this will
local area, which is becoming a more
Road, (in addition to the one already proceed. The exchange of documents and more pressing problem in the
on the east-west side) to further
between the local planning authority village.

Unitary Authority—Creation of new Buckinghamshire Council gathers pace

Electric car charging points

On 22 May 2019, the final piece of legislation, the Structural Changes Order,
that seals the deal for the creation of a new unitary authority, was passed by
government. The temporary Shadow Authority and Shadow Executive are
both now in place and the extensive preparation work necessary is well under
way towards the start date of the new Authority on 1 April next year.

Little Chalfont’s first
two electric car
charging points can be
found by the parking
spaces to the side of
Oliv-Harr House,
Chenies Parade.
The network used is:

For news and updates, meetings and agendas for the Shadow Authority and
the plans to create the new Buckinghamshire Council, you can visit
shadow.buckinghamshire.gov.uk and follow on Twitter: @DeliveringBucks
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https://polar-network.com/

Community Information
Oasis cafe in St. George's
Church, White Lion Road.
All are welcome in the hall during
term time from 9-11am where hot
drinks, pastries and homemade cake
are served. A place at the end of the
week to chat about life's ups and
downs, laugh and relax.

Little Chalfont Evening WI celebrates their 60th year
Six months into the year and I am not sure where the time has gone, but we
have been very busy, including a number of interesting speakers.
Mandy, from the Charity Green Fingers, talked about the work they do
designing and planting gardens in children’s hospices; the charity does some
wonderful work and even went on to design a garden at Chelsea Flower Show!

At 10.30am, for anyone interested,
we offer prayer and some time to
think about the Christian faith as we
read about the life of Jesus.

Cally came to talk to us about the Origins of Words and Phrases; Kristine ‘The
Crafty Herbalist’ spoke on natural herbs and plants to enhance our wellbeing;
Scott, from Jack & Atticus, inspired us with a painting demonstration. A
number of our members booked on one of his courses and had a productive
day painting a side table. Finally, Marion came to talk about befriending for
the Alzheimer’s Society.

We are a friendly, welcoming group
why not come and join us, we have
great fun.

Coming up in our meetings for the second half of the year we have ‘Interactive
Hand Bells’ with St Peter’s Gore, ‘The Ghosts of Hampton Court’ with Sarah
Slater and our ‘Diamond Jubilee Birthday’
The sub committees also had a very full diary:


Meet outside the library in Cokes
Lane.

The gardening club made some very eye catching
and imaginative displays for the village triangle on
Valentines Day; we had Green Hearts to highlight
Climate Change and then at Easter we had bunting,
hidden rabbits and hidden painted pebbles. Look out
for our fabulous display to celebrate our ‘Diamond
Jubilee’!



The walk goes
from strength
to strength. In
addition to the
45 minute short
walk, there is
usually the
opportunity to
join an
extended walk
if walkers wish.

The craft club have been busy making articles to display on the village
triangle garden and also making things to sell on their stall at the Farmers
Market (second Saturday morning of the month). St Georges School have a
project of the seaside through the ages, so Story Sack have been very busy
making puppets for Punch and Judy and have collaborated with Men in
Sheds, who made a splendid puppet theatre.



Our members have also started up a Book Club, Quiz Team, Supper Club
and a walking netball group, they really do have something for everyone!

In Little Chalfont—Mondays
10.15am for 10.30am start.

Come and join us: we are a very
friendly group.

DCHS students and staff with
residents outside Halifax House.

If you would like to see what we are all about, please do come and visit us in
the village hall on the 2nd Tuesday of the month, at 7.45pm.

Challoner’s High School Gardening Project
Students from Dr Challoner’s High School in Little Chalfont have been very
much enjoying their new gardening project at Halifax House. With the aim of
adding a real splash of colour to flower beds and pots for the enjoyment of
Halifax House residents, the girls of Challoner’s High are also sometimes
joined by children from Little Chalfont Primary.

Whilst the project is focussed on gardening, in reality a lot more socialising
has taken place so far! To up the momentum, one of Challoner’s legendary
caretakers, and keen gardener, Ron Mackender, has stepped in to add his
expertise and weeding ability into the mix. This is a lovely project, bringing
together Halifax House residents and the students and staff from both
schools. We aim to continue the project throughout each gardening season,
year on year, in addition to the existing music events at Halifax House.
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Nature Park News
The meadow has burst into life since
the spring and is attracting numerous
butterflies and insects. The daffodils
and bluebells
have given way to
orchids and oxeye
daisies and the
nests are
gradually
emptying as the
baby birds fledge.

fox, red kite, tawny owl or pipistrelle
bat - all have been seen recently.

It is very easy to walk round the park
and not really see anything but if you
take a seat and
just watch and
listen, you will
gradually notice
more and more.
It will suddenly
occur to you
that the crickets
The vast majority of the new trees,
are making a
that have been planted since the park
racket and the birds are making so
opened, have survived despite the
much noise you can’t believe you
lack of rain, so hopefully will mature
haven’t seen
over the years to give a beautiful
canopy and provide shelter and food them. If you start
watching the
for more species.
grass where the
noise is coming
from, you’ll
maybe catch a
glimpse of the
cricket and suddenly realise there are
tortoiseshell and common blue
butterflies flitting about.
It is time to make use of the picnic
The large apple tree, near the carved
area (and the meadow after it has
strawberry, produces delicious fruit.
been cut), and get out your picnic
blankets to spend time basking in the Feel free to try the apples when they
sun and listening to the birds. Should ripen in the autumn.
you have the misfortune to get caught
in a shower, the log semi-circle under
the trees provides useful shelter (but
do not use if there is a storm). If you
are lucky, you might catch sight of a

Do use our Facebook page to add your
own photos and stories about the
park.
We have to be
guided by nature
so check out the
website for
details of any
park closures, as
the meadow cut
will take place
during the
summer
holidays.
It usually means the park has to be
closed for a couple of days for safety.
We will endeavour to make sure there
is sufficient notice but sometimes the
weather takes a sudden turn and we
get short notice of the meadow cut.

Volunteer opportunities
We are still looking for someone to
lead a plant survey and are always
grateful for willing volunteers for
litter picking or working parties.
Website:

naturepark.littlechalfont.org.uk/
There are still elements that we are
working towards, such as the paths
Email:
and sensory area but if you have ideas
naturepark@littlechalfont.org.uk
to improve the park, please share
them.

Update from GE Healthcare
GE Healthcare welcomed 40 students (aged 14-15) from local schools to our STEMspiration day at Amersham Place in
June. The idea was to offer students experience of a real-life corporate environment and further their knowledge of
different careers with a focus on STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) subjects. STEM graduates
are critical for companies like GE as we work to improve medical and manufacturing technology.
We are one of the world’s largest makers of medical imaging equipment. As such, the students had the opportunity
see how a radiographer uses a CT scan, to examine one of our V-scan handheld ultrasound systems, learn about the
use of ultrasound in hospitals and look at their own body parts, and to try their hand at “The Healthcare Challenge” –
which gave the students a typical problem scenario at a hospital and offered them the chance to solve it – apparently
this was still a topic of discussion on the bus home! Separately they looked at how one of our Flexfactory modular
factory systems works.
A team from GE Healthcare volunteered for a morning at St George’s infant school on the White Lion Road, and was
able to clear the sensory garden and pond area of weeds and paint part of the fence.
7

Community News
Little Chalfont library

Mission OOBucks, our very own spy camp 2019

Around 40 youngsters visited the
library to celebrate Elmer the
Elephant’s 30th birthday at the end
of May.

Over 4,000 members of Girlguiding and the Scout Association took part in a
county camp held at Claydon Estate. 1st Chenies and Chalfont Guides joined
forces with 2nd Chalfont St Giles Guides, and with 17 girls and 5 leaders in total,
spent three days camping, cooking and having fun.

They made some fantastic birthday
cards, enjoyed a treasure hunt for
Elmer’s friends and listened to some
Elmer stories. Many were totally
engrossed in reading and colouring
for over an hour and parents were
very complimentary about how much
they'd enjoyed it. It was well worth it
to see the excitement and pleasure it
gave the children who took part.

Two years of painstaking planning at Bucks HQ transformed a green field,
previously occupied by livestock, into ten sub camps; named Alpha, Bravo,
Charlie through to Juliet, including ours, called Hotel, which had a gateway
including a a guestbook with an autograph from the band ‘Scouting for Girls’,
who opened the stage on Friday night.
There were five activity zones filled with many exciting games to sample during
the day and a Twilight Zone for evening entertainment. From bungee
trampolines, a wipe-out challenge, bouncy castles, climbing walls and cave
buses, through to drumming, dancing, archery and shooting range, all the way
down to mocktails, face painting, circus skills and art activities—definitely
something for everyone.
Quite a few of these were physically demanding,
so it was rather nice to take a break while
queueing for the more popular ones. Our girls
had their eyes set on the zorb balls, The Twilight
Zone provided chilling out time if you wanted, or
needed that, with various groups taking turns on
the stage. There were also several movies on
offer, ranging from Mary Poppins, Zootropolis to
Pirates! In an Adventure with Scientists and Shrek.

The library will again be hosting the
popular Summer Reading Challenge
for children aged 4 to 11.
This year’s
theme is
“Space Chase”,
inspired by the
50th
anniversary of
the moon
landing.
Come into the library to find out
more.

Ever popular zorb balls!

The more energetic people could whizz around
on roller skates in a disco tent or, if you were
fourteen or older, then silent disco was an
option too.
Sally Baker the Candy Floss Maker created an
ever-growing fan club; who would not join the
line when FREE candy floss was to be had!
Tired, a bit sun and wind burnt but happy, we
left the spy camp on Monday afternoon. Good
thing that most of us had the half-term break to recuperate after this well
organised intense, busy but entertaining event.
Photo booth at Spectre Zone

Would we do it again? Certainly, if there are enough adult volunteers, which is
always the hardest thing to get together. Any takers for next time? Please look
on www.girlguiding.org.uk or come and find us in the Methodist Church.

Buckinghamshire County Girlguiding Competition Hike.
On the 11th May, I competed in the Bucks County Girlguiding Competition Hike with my
friends Emily Platts, Rose England and Wendy Viehoff from the 1st Chenies & Chalfont
Girl Guides. The hike started at the Ellesborough Guide Centre, Butlers Cross and the
10km circular route was very challenging, including hiking around Coombe Hill. We had
to navigate between checkpoints on the route ,using a map and compass and we only
got lost once! The weather was glorious, and we were lucky enough to finish first! We
were presented with a trophy in the shape of a walking boot. We will back next year to
defend our trophy!
Anaya Miller, Year 7.
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