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“Well done Little Chalfont”
Your response to the coronavirus crisis has been terrific and there has been a great
community spirit in evidence.
Little Chalfont Good Neighbours and Little Chalfont Coronavirus Facebook Help group
are still here to assist and their joint leaflet accompanies this newsletter.
The key messages at this time are:


If you need help but have not yet taken advantage of all the assistance available, make contact NOW.



Covid-19 will be with us for many months. Please don’t become complacent, strictly follow the directives
and avoid transmission.



Stay alert to scams and act with caution but do not be anxious - help is just a phone call away.



The care that you have shown to date has limited the numbers affected in Little Chalfont. Let us keep it
that way.



If you have not done so already, please ensure that anyone in your road who is living on their own, who is
vulnerable or self-isolating, is both known to you and is receiving all the help that they need, particularly a
friendly chat on the phone.

Little Chalfont Community Association

Little Chalfont Parish Council

Village hall planning appeal

The appeal to allow a new community centre to be built on the existing
village hall site has been dismissed. More on page 4.

Helping our shops and traders
The time has arrived for the community to rally round and help its shops, traders and local businesses. See announcement
on back page including news of some extra parking in the village centre for several weeks.
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A Message of Appreciation from Chalfont Valley E-ACT Primary School
We wanted to take a moment to reflect on how wonderful it is to be part of such a lovely
community here in Little Chalfont. We have been wholeheartedly impressed at the resilience
and kindness shown by all our pupils (from Nursery to Year 6) and their families during these
unprecedented times.
Kindness shown to each other, their neighbours in the community and also the continued support of the Little Chalfont
community back to the children in the school. From our pupils donating food, running 5k to raise money for the NHS,
writing messages of thanks to our key workers, creating kindness pebbles for individuals whose families cannot visit
them, to members of the community contacting us to offer resources for families who may require them during
lockdown and our wonderful volunteer readers (co-ordinated by Jon Fantes), who offer their continued assistance
during these unprecedented times. We are thankful and proud to be part of this community.
The new skills that our children have learnt have been boundless and will carry them forward in their lives. Our school
community’s engagement with virtual learning and technology to enable, not only the teachers to continue to support
the children’s learning, but also so that the children can share with their teachers their own learning videos (through
Class DoJo) has been incredible. We are also finding a way to hold our Sport’s Day (a particular highlight of the year)
remotely before the end of the term!
It is at times like this that I am reminded of Vivian Greene’s quotation: “Life isn’t about waiting for the storm to pass,
it’s about learning how to dance in the rain”.

Covid-19 inspired stories
The Community Association has received feedback and reports over the last three months and wish to take this
opportunity to share just a few examples with you.
Many of our groups and voluntary organisations adapted with initiative to the lockdown and there are articles in this
newsletter. Those from Chalfont Valley School (above) and the Scouts are particularly uplifting but we also want to
highlight Good Companions, which has a membership of those of a mature age and not all in full health. As we
understand it, every member has received a weekly phone call from the committee members, Anne Fuller and Mary
Phillips. Such a caring club and ‘well done’ Anne and Mary.
Then there is the story of an 80 year old man who received a regular phone call from a lady who phoned for a friendly
chat. They got on so well that she became a friend – but the lockdown precluded them meeting up to cement their
friendship. We do hope that this has now been possible.
There are also some excellent examples of how roads came together and organised themselves. There are those who
used existing WhatsApp groups to reach out to their residents and others that set up a WhatsApp group to make sure
that all were in regular contact. Some roads built on their existing road associations and email distributions groups,
and we have examples of road committee members, who took on responsibility for looking after a group of houses. In
another, where there are a high number of older and more vulnerable residents, some being shielded, all the other
residents rallied round to ensure that all their needs were accommodated.
Just examples of how our community has responded with care and responsibility. May it continue when we eventually
return to the (new) norm!
Looking back, there are two aspects of the community’s reaction that stand out. Firstly,
there was the initiative to set up the Coronavirus Facebook Help group by Jo Bremner (a
former nurse), Susan Toyn and Jules Hargreaves. Within a very short space of time they
put in place all the necessary compliance and protocols, and attracted almost 100
volunteers, all of whom were verified. Without this group, so many of our community
who needed help with shopping and prescriptions could not have been helped,
particularly in the early stages. It was a mammoth effort and we are indebted to the
three of them and their volunteers. (Left: Jules, Susan and Jo meeting for first time after lockdown)
Secondly, it was quickly apparent that the existence of Residents’ Associations and Neighbourhood Watch groups also
enabled a swift reaction to the crisis. Little Chalfont Good Neighbours took on the role of seeking out volunteers, using
the Community Associations existing networks and it was soon apparent to us that many of these groups had already
geared up to look after all the needs of the residents in their road. Once again, without them, we would not have been
able to look after those needing help as well as was achieved. Well done to them all.
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Community Association News
Council to say they
had concluded that
The ‘Examination in Public’ hearings by two independent
the procedures
planning inspectors, scheduled to begin with Stage 1 on 17
required in regard
-26 March, were indefinitely postponed for coronavirus
to the Duty to Coreasons. This has delayed the process of approving and
operate with Slough
adopting the local plan. When the hearings are
Borough Council had
reorganised, they will take place with the new
not been correctly
Buckinghamshire Council, which has assumed
followed, and that,
responsibility for the local plan.
unless Buckinghamshire Council could demonstrate
otherwise, the local plan might have to be withdrawn as
The Community Association and the Parish Council remain
determined to fight the local plan’s proposal to site up to non-compliant.
700 homes and other facilities on green belt land between On 12 May the Council replied in a letter robustly denying
Lodge Lane and Burton’s Lane, and will take part in the
the Inspectors’ allegation, and asking for a hearing at
hearings when they are re-scheduled.
which they would produce a full response. The
arrangements for such a hearing, in person or by
In the meantime, the Planning Inspectors have reviewed,
electronic means, are now under discussion between the
on paper, the performance of the former Chiltern and
two sides.
South Bucks District Councils in their ‘Duty to Co-operate’
with other local authorities when preparing the local plan. We will continue to update our website
http://savelittlechalfont.org.uk to keep you informed.
On 7 May the Inspectors wrote to Buckinghamshire

The Local Plan: Update

Buckinghamshire Council – update: Community Boards
As we have reported in earlier newsletters, a key element
of our new Unitary Authority is the formation of 16
Community Boards across the county. The original aim
was to have these in place by 1 April but, as with other
plans, the coronavirus crisis has resulted in a short delay.
The 12 month’s deferment of the May councillor elections
until May 2021, also played a part.

about them. Meetings with parish councils and
community groups (including the Little Chalfont
Community Association) are being planned and will take
place in the second half of July.
There is great potential for these Community Boards to
embed localism and enhance communities and we are
looking forward to seeing these aspirations turned into
reality.

However, the Boards are almost up and running with the
councillor members having been appointed to each board
Little Chalfont Community Association
and the officers selected to act as coordinators (one for
Little Chalfont Parish Council
each board) have also been appointed and are in place.
As a reminder, Little Chalfont is part of the Amersham
Community Board, which embraces Amersham, Little
Chalfont, Chesham Bois and Coleshill. It is to be chaired by
Cllr Graham Harris and you can find the full list of
councillor members at:
https://buckinghamshire.moderngov.co.uk/
mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=852.

Message from Cllr Graham Harris
Chairman, Amersham Community Board
I think that the creation of the Community Boards
allows the new Buckinghamshire Council and local
communities to work together and build on the
community spirit we have seen over the last few
months. The Board will seek to agree priorities and
work with local groups to achieve results. I will not
allow the Board to become yet another talking
shop.

This is the core membership of the board.

The first meeting of the board will be on Thursday 16th
July at 7pm. The meeting will be virtual and invitations are
being extended to representatives of Parish and Town
Councils as well as local voluntary groups.
The meeting will discuss priorities and targets for the year.
It is also understood that the board will be reaching out to
each of the communities, to learn as much as possible

Graham Harris
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News from our Parish Council
Parish council meetings
Because of the current virus situation, Little Chalfont
Parish Council held its first virtual meeting on 20 May
2020, using Zoom technology. The next meeting will take
place on Wednesday 22 July at 10am and will also be held
via video link on Zoom.
The agenda will be published on the council's website at
littlechalfont-pc.gov.uk and notice boards on the Thursday
prior to the meeting.
There will also be details
of how to view
proceedings online as they
take place. The meeting
will be open to members
of the public who may, as
usual, make use of the 10-

minute period at the start of the meeting to ask any
relevant questions.
Tennis courts reopened
By the time you read this, the tennis courts at Westwood
park will be open once again. A new entrance will soon be
created so that tennis players need not pass through the
children’s play area to access the courts.
The courts have also been spruced up ready for play to
restart, as shown in our picture. The price for using the
court remains unchanged from last year, at £3 per hour,
which you can pay at the machines close to the entrance
to the courts.
As well as opening the tennis courts, we are pleased that
revised regulations have also allowed us to reopen the
play area in Westwood Park along with both the wildwood
den and climbing wall in the nature park.

Westwood Park tennis courts

Village hall planning appeal
The parish council regrets that the appeal to allow a new community centre to be built on the existing village hall site
has been dismissed. The appeal procedure took over 12 months to reach a conclusion partly because the original
inspector resigned his post before completing his remit.
A decision now needs to be made on whether to submit a new planning application for a smaller building or to submit
a community right to build order. It is hoped that discussions on this will shortly take place with Buckinghamshire
Council which owns the land and with the council’s planning consultant.
The parish council remains dedicated to providing a suitable building, on the existing site, for the benefit of the local
community and will continue to work towards this goal.

Library Reopened 7th July




a Perspex screen at the counter
Visors/Masks and Gloves being worn by the
Following Government and Buckinghamshire Council
volunteers
advice we are pleased to announce that the Library

restricted numbers inside the Library
reopened on Tuesday 7th July. Initial opening times will

safe distancing marked out for customers to queue
be:safely.
Tuesday 10 till 4
We are not yet able to have group meetings so Knit &
Thursday 10 till 1
Knatter, Storytime, Film Nights, Book Club, Hiring of the
Saturday 10 till 1
Library etc. will not restart until the Government allows
this.
We expect to be able to expand the opening hours over
Meanwhile the Library has been busy during lockdown:time.

The Library’s flat roofs have been replaced
In the first week, the Library will be open only for book

The carpets have been deep cleaned
borrowing and book returns. The second week the Library
We have continued to buy new books (Fiction, nonwill be open for books and printing/copying. Subsequently 
Fiction and Junior) so the latest bestsellers will be
the Library will be open for books, printing/copying with
available for you to borrow.
one PC available for public use.
Measures have been put in place to protect the volunteers We look forward to seeing you at the Library.
and the customers through the use of:
Library Summer Reading Challenge This year’s Summer Reading Challenge is a virtual challenge and will run from Saturday 11 July
to Saturday 29 August with a theme of Silly Squad.
Information can be found at the website https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/ and children will need to create a free account
in order to participate in the Challenge. Please also speak to Library staff for information.
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The Little Chalfont Community Improvement Plan (CIP) represents the views and aspirations of the community. Its
importance to the community is that without such a plan, access to funding sources to enable projects to be delivered
would not be possible.
A copy of the CIP is available on the Community Association’s website using the link
http://www.littlechalfont.org.uk/community_plan.html and reports on projects will be a regular feature in all
newsletters from both the Community Association (LCCA) and Parish Council (LCPC). Most of the current projects are
joint initiatives between the Community Association and the Parish Council.

Village Good Neighbours The priority for the
Little Chalfont Good Neighbours group is making
sure that the community is pulling together to
get through the Coronavirus pandemic unscathed. Its
longer term objective remains a village wide network of 
road groups, all of which are neighbour and community
orientated. (Covid-19 has given impetus to this 
aspiration.)
Encouraging Visitors We are still appealing 
for help from our many walkers in the
community, to join a small team that will
develop leaflets of walks in and around the village. If you 
have a favourite walk (short or long), and are willing to
assist, please telephone either Roger Funk on 01494
762260 or the Parish Office on 01494 766655 in the first
instance.

Nature Friendly
Four patches of wildflowers have now been
created:
The corner of Stoney Lane and the A404 on the R/H
side as you approach the village from Chorleywood.
Between Chalfont Avenue and the A404, visible as
you approach the station.
The corner of Bell Lane and Elizabeth Avenue –
opposite Chalfont Valley Primary School entrance.
The verge opposite the Chenies Parade shops.

(A guidance note of the format and content will be available as a
template.)

Underpass lighting – Beel Close to Marigold Walk
In the spring issue of the Parish Council newsletter, it
was reported that the last ‘hurdle’ to be overcome,
was to obtain the formal approval of Transport for London (TfL),
and that this could be delayed by the covid-19 lockdown. As we
go to print and the lockdown has eased, the formalities are now
being addressed and it is now hoped that the installation of the
lighting will be possible by the autumn.

Wildflower bed on Chenies Parade

Other green spaces are being explored, with a view to
extending the planting next year and new daffodil bulb
planting is also being explored.

Village-wide clean-up and litter pick
This remains postponed until September at the
earliest.
Christmas Lights

Thoughts are already turning to our Christmas lights and ensuring that all the infrastructure, power supplies
and timers are all in order. There were also a few problems identified last Christmas and these too are to be
checked and resolved.

In addition to the above-mentioned, it did not prove possible last year for a permanent power supply to be installed
for the lights on the four trees in the Chenies Parade verge. Our three year improvement programme has therefore
extended into the 4th year and it is planned to address this power issue in the coming months and in time for this
Christmas.
Overall the final cost of the programme, estimated at £15,000, is expected to be over £17,000 and the Community
Association (which is responsible for the Christmas lights) may need to appeal for further funds before the year is out.
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Community Information
Little Chalfont Pharmacy
Prescriptions
With effect from Monday 13 July, there is to be a change
in the prescription delivery service offered by the
pharmacy team and their volunteers. It will be
automatically available for:



Anyone who is shielding
All over the age of 80

and for anyone of any age, who is unable to collect their
own prescription due to self-isolation or other health
circumstances by telephoning the pharmacy on 01494
762206.

Alternatively (and assuming that family, friends and
neighbours are not available) the prescription collection
services offered by Little Chalfont Good Neighbours and
the Facebook Coronavirus Help group are still there to
use. (See accompanying leaflet for contact details.)
Now that the lockdown is easing, many residents who are
fit and healthy are now encouraged to again collect their
prescriptions.
Our grateful thanks to the pharmacy team and volunteers
for looking after our community so well over the last three
months.
Little Chalfont Good Neighbours

1st Amersham Common Scout Group,
Little Chalfont
Despite the lockdown and problems Covid19 is bringing to our lives, the 1 st Amersham Common
Scout group have not slowed down. We are now having our weekly meetings virtually, using
Zoom like many others, and are working on keeping our spirits up with crafting, quizzes, games of
BINGO, scavenger hunts (with a twist), badge work as well as having several virtual sleepovers;
and our group Beaver, Boris, visiting a different Beaver each week.
During April, scout groups round the world had homemade camps each night with a world record
attempt on the 30th April for the largest virtual sleepover. Our group took part; along with over
95,000 other people from 65 countries all over the world (breaking the record). They had good
fun, despite the weather, with many of the groups building dens to sleep in, indoors.
We had another virtual sleepover in June, Bucks Pirate Camp@Home. This was done with the
Bucks Scout Radio and we had lots of fun with crafts, cooking, games and more home camping –
all pirate themed.
Boris, the beaver

Along with the sleepovers we have also been
giving our support to key workers. In association
with the BBC Big Night In, Scouts round the UK all
walked a mile or two for sponsorship and
collectively we walked to the Moon, and back,
raising over £240,000.

If you are interested in finding out more about our group, please contact
Victoria Golby on 07770 782 922 or victoriagolby@live.co.uk.
Alternatively you can find us at:
https://www.facebook.com/1stAmershamCommonScouting or
https://www.1stamershamcommonscouting.com/
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Nature Park News
Coronavirus has given us all one thing
and that is time; time to explore our
surroundings, time to stop and listen,
time to look and actually see. The park
has given so many people a safe
refuge to walk alone or socially
distanced and the amazing weather
has shown it at its best. Some people
go to the park everyday to take a
breath and have a quiet moment. The
work done round the apple tree has
resulted in an amazing display of
blossom this year resulting in an
abundance of
set apples.
Help yourself
when they
are ripe, if
the wildlife
hasn’t got
there first.

in full flower, it is appreciated if you
keep to the paths so that it doesn’t
get flattened. There are plenty of
other places to throw down a picnic
blanket.
Sadly the play equipment had to be
roped off but it hasn’t stopped dens
being built and children being able to
run about and explore.

A recent newcomer to the village, Mr
Surinder Sharma from Cokes Lane said
he enjoys his regular walks round the
park since his hip replacement. He
likes the emphasis on nature and has
introduced his grandchildren from
Shepperton to the park. Their own
parks are mainly mown green
expanses without the array of wild
flowers and they are fascinated by the
grasshoppers.

If you are a new or regular visitor to
the park and want to get more
involved, there are openings on the
management group and the ‘friends’
always like to see new faces at their
monthly working parties. Activities
ceased for a few
months but
have resumed
as social
distancing is
easily achieved.
Regular litter
picking also had
Don’t forget that whilst the meadow is
to be suspended
The cherries on the old trees were
magnificent and the new cherry
orchard is thriving. The repair work
done to the surrounding ground, after
the wildwood den installation, has
really taken off and you would never
know what it had been like. The
orchids are flourishing and the
meadow is coming into flower and is
already attracting butterflies,
grasshoppers and many other insects.
An owl has made the park its home
this year and rabbits abound.

for a while but thank you to the many
regular visitors who have helped to
keep the park clean and tidy. Oh for a
world where rubbish was always in a
bin and never on the ground! The park
is yours, cherish it and care for it and
it will give you pleasure forever.
www.naturepark.littlechalfont.org.uk
www.facebook.com/
littlechalfontnaturepark

PLEASE DON’T BRING DOGS INTO THE
PARK—Much research was done
before the park opened and the
advice was that, even on leads, dogs
disturb small birds and mammals.
Some people appreciate a dog free
zone too for all sorts of reasons. There
are many other places around the
village where dogs can enjoy walks, so
we would really appreciate your
cooperation in not bringing them into
the park.
Note of thanks
This update was written by Gill Roberts, who
chairs the Nature Park Management Group.
Gill moved away from Little Chalfont over two
years ago, but has continued the strong
commitment to the nature park that she has
held since its inception. However, as she now
wants to put her energies into her new
community, she has stepped down as chairman
and this is her last contribution to the
newsletter. The Community Association and
parish council, together with all who are
connected with the park, thank her for all that
she has done for the park and wish her every
success in her new community.

Local author presents first novel to Little Chalfont library
Local author, Janet Walford OBE, who is also a member of the LCCA and the nature park management group, has
presented her first novel to the Little Chalfont Community Library. Our picture shows Janet presenting the book to
librarian Shahida Musa.
The story starts when 10-year-old schoolgirl Hani is involved in a trivial incident on
her way home from school, which results in a terrible act of violence that changes
her life forever.
Five years later her father makes an announcement that will alter the family’s life
and ruin Hani’s dreams of going to university and becoming a midwife. As time is
running out for Hani to resolve her dilemma, all the lies she’s been told over the
years are gradually revealed. Everything she’s believed in starts to crumble and her
life rapidly unravels.
But then a solution comes from an unexpected source and she’s faced with the hardest decision of her life: to agree to
her father’s plans or take control of her life. Her decision could drastically affect her whole family and everyone around
her. Especially Hani.
Note: The book is available to borrow from the local library or to purchase from Amazon!
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Community News
The gardening group, who
also include some of the craft
This isn’t the year that we thought we were going to have, group have been the busiest
however, being the WI, it didn’t take us long to adapt to a of them all! Have you seen
different way of doing things!
the ‘Village Triangle’ with all
its colour and splendour? It is
We had a message from the Buckinghamshire Federation
truly magnificent and fitting
that the Buckinghamshire NHS Trust needed scrub bags so
what this group of talented
the ladies started scouring around for material, chopping
ladies have achieved with
up old duvets and made 130 scrub bags. They donated
their needle and thread, saying thank you to the NHS and
toiletries to a care home, collected shopping for members
ALL key workers.
that were shielding and donated to the food bank. They
probably did a lot more but we have many unsung heroes.
So, thank you NHS and
ALL key workers—we
We are still having meetings but on zoom. June saw Jane
are extremely grateful
talking to us about MediSOS, which was very interesting
for all you have done
and in July we have Kumud from ‘The Cooking Academy’
and all you are still
doing a cook-a-long.
doing.
Zoom has been on full steam including ‘The book club’
meeting once a month to discuss the latest paperback
If you would like to see what we are all about please do
they have read, the craft group have made paper flowers contact us on lcevewi@gmail.com
to decorate gifts, Face Coverings, flower brooches, fabric
baskets and thank you cards. The quiz team have met
We are still meeting on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at
twice a month to test their knowledge. A weekly coffee
7.30 on Zoom.
morning to catch up on…. Well everything!

Little Chalfont Evening W.I.

NOW IS THE TIME FOR US TO HELP OUR SHOPS, HOSPITALITY OUTLETS
AND OTHER LOCAL BUSINESSES
As a community, we have rallied round to help each other, but many traders have had to remain closed and will be
struggling. With the re-opening (subject to covid-19 restrictions) of most of our shops, restaurants, coffee houses,
hairdressers etc. NOW is the time for us to consciously ‘shop and trade locally’, doing all that we can to help their
survival, and ensure that we return to having a vibrant village centre.
Our shops and traders are detailed in the Association’s Community Information Directory which can be read/
downloaded from our website at http://www.littlechalfont.org.uk/directory%2012th%20Nov%202019.pdf

FREE PARKING
To encourage you to use the shops, you may already have read that Buckinghamshire Council will not be charging in
Snells Wood Car Park or at meters for the time being (although all unauthorised parking, including yellow lines, is now
being enforced) and, if you have not already heard the news, Cytiva have agreed to make their front car park
(opposite Chenies Parade) available 7 days a week.
This will be for a maximum of 2 hours and at the following times: daytime (only): 8.00 am to 6.00pm
The arrangement with Cytiva will reviewed on a monthly basis but will last as long as the front car park is not required
by its staff, as they slowly return to the office on a phased basis.

Do take advantage of it.
The Amersham Place office is the workplace for Cytiva, a global life sciences company. Associates
have been home-based during the COVID-19 lockdown and the Cytiva team are now making
plans for a carefully phased return to the office, adhering to all government guidelines. Cytiva
provides tools and services to the biopharmaceutical industry which has included projects developing COVID-19
diagnostics with UK-based company, Avacta, as well as potential vaccine candidates.
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